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THE BALTIMORE MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATION OF 
AMERICAN GEOGRAPHERS 

The fourteenth annual meeting of the Association of American Geographers, helJ at 
Baltimore on December 27 and 28, 1918, marked the resumption of the Association's 
regular meetings after an interval of two years. The 1917 meeting had been omitted 
because of the absorption of its members in war activities. The last meeting had been 
held in New Tork at the end of 1916 (Geogr. Bev., Vol. 3, 1917, pp. 140-143) and the 
last joint meeting with the American Geographical Society on April 14 and 15, 1916 
(Geogr. Rev., Vol. 1, 1916, pp. 366-367). 

The sessions were held at Johns Hopkins University in connection with the seventy- 
first meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. In spite of 
the comprehensive program of the larger body the geographical papers held the interest 
of the members throughout the sessions and attracted a goodly number of visitors 
besides. Of the forty-one papers announced some thirty were read. 

Papers on Surveying and Mapping 
There were several papers on surveying and mapping, most of them, as many of the 
papers on the program in general, related to the war. A paper by Colonel Glenn S. Smith 
on "American Mapping in France" discussed the methods used at the front. Mr. 
F. E. Matthes of the TJ. S. Geological Survey spoke on "The American Topographer 
in the Eole of Artillery Orientation Officer." Mr. F. H. Moffit, likewise of the Survey, 
in a paper entitled "A Method of Aerial Topographic Mapping" discussed the camera 
for the making of photographic surveys from airplanes in the perfection of which he 
has been associated with Major J. W. Bagley of the Survey. A preliminary description 
(The Use of the Panoramic Camera in Topographic Surveying, TJ. S. Geol. Survey Bull. 
657, 1918) has been noticed in the Seview (Vol. 6, 1918, p. 71). A member of the staff 
of the U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey read a paper on the wire-drag work of the 
Survey which has been so successful in the detection of minor obstructions to navigation, 
such as ledges, pinnacles, etc.', which escape the usual methods of marine surveying. Mr. 
Matthes also described an attempt to standardize instruction in map making in the 
Boy Scout movement. 

Physiogbapht 
General physiography was represented by a paper on "Physiographic Evidence for 
Subsidence of Beef -Encircled Islands" by Professor W. M. Davis of Harvard University, 
a continuation of his studies on the coral islands of the Pacific. Mr. C. F. Marbut of 
the Bureau of Soils of the U. S. Department of Agriculture spoke on "The Eelation 
of Soil to Topography." 

Meteorology and Climatology 
There were five papers dealing with some phase of meteorology or climatology, 
Professor A. J. Henry of the U. S. Weather Bureau spoke on ' ' Increase of Precipitation 
with Altitude," referring especially to the rainfall atlas of Java which was discussed 
in the June, 1918, Review (pp. 492-495) ; Dr. C. F. Brooks of the same bureau on 
"Atlantic Ocean Temperatures and Long-Eange Forecasting"; Professor E. DeC. "Ward 
of Harvard University on ' ' Rainy Days and Eainf all Probability in the United States ' ' 
(printed in the January, 1919, Beview, pp. 44-48) ; Colonel E. A. Millikan on ' ' Mapping 
Upper Air Currents for the Aviator"; and Dr. O. L. Fassig of the Maryland Weather 
Service on "The Signal Corps School of Meteorology." 
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Phytogeography : Political Geography 
A suggestive paper in the field of phytogeography was that by Professor Henry C. 
Cowles of the University of Chicago on ' ' The Present and Past Climates of Our Leading 
Crop Plants." Political geography was represented by an address by Professor A. P. 
Brigham of Colgate University on ' ' The Philosophy of National Boundaries. ' ' 

Economic Eesodrces 
A conspectus of the mineral resources of the world was given by Mr. J. B. Umpleby 
of the U. S. Geological Survey under the title of "World View of Mineral Wealth." 
A paper by Professor N. A. Bengtson of the University of Nebraska under the title 
' ■ Potash, A Factor in Winning the War ' ' related the story of the exploitation of the 
alkaline lakes in the sand hills region of western Nebraska, reference to which was made 
in the Beview at the time (Vol. 3, 1917, pp. 67-68). 

Educationai 
Several papers dealt with the effect on geography of the educational reorganization 
brought about by the war. Professor H. E. Gregory spoke on ' ' Geography in the Work 
of the Students Army Training Corps" and on "Organization of Geographic Instruc- 
tion in the Universities. ' ' Professor W. M. Davis spoke on ' ' The Work of the Geography 
Committee of the National Research Covincil. " Professor Davis also read a memorial 
of the late Grove Karl Gilbert, drawing on an appreciation he had published in a recent 
number of the American Journal of Science. 

Regional Papers on North America 
Five papers dealt with some aspect of the regional geography of North America. 
Dr. E. O. Hovey of the American Museum of Natural History described some of the 
features of the Greenland coast from Melville Bay to Etah, based on his observations 
during the MacMillan expedition. An excellent paper, read by an assistant of Dr. O. E. 
Baker, of the U. 8. Department of Agriculture, dealt with ' ' The Agricultural Lands 
of the United States, Present and Potential." The paper, which was illustrated by 
numerous maps, was based on the great amount of material that has become available 
in the preparation of the ' ' Atlas of American Agriculture, ' ' in course of publication by 
the Department. Dr. Roland M. Harper in a paper entitled "A Statistical Study of 
New England Geography" presented on a map a subdivision of New England into 
natural regions that is of special interest in view of the fact that this area has been 
omitted in the various schemes of classification, recent and earlier. A paper by Professor 
C. R. Dryer dealt with the Maumee- Wabash waterway, and one by Dr. T. Wayland 
Vaughan of the U. S. Geological Survey with the Virgin Islands. 

War Areas 
Several papers dealt with areas affected by the war. One, entitled ' ' The Terrain and 
the War in Italy," by Mr. Frederick Morris of Columbia University, discussed the 
influence of topography on the military campaigns in northern Italy. A paper by Mr. 
William Churchill on "The Colonies, Late German, in the Pacific" analyzed the stra- 
tegic elements in the Pacific as conditioned by the new situation brought about by the 
conquest of the German colonies there. A paper by Miss Ellen C. Semple on "The 
Ancient Piedmont Route of Northern Mesopotamia" dealt, to use the speaker's own 
characterization, with the "pedigree" of the Bagdad Railway. 

Attendance 
The extensive program left the members little time for other activities. However, 
on Friday evening, December 27, a joint smoker with the Geological Society of America 
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took place at the Southern Hotel which afforded opportunity for more extended social 
intercourse. On Saturday afternoon the session was held jointly with the Geological Society 
of America. Some thirty members of the Association attended the meeting, including 
the following: N. A. Bengtson, William Bowie, A. P. Brigham, C. F. Brooks, "William 
Ohurchill, H. C. Cowles, S. W. Gushing, W. M. Davis, C. E. Dryer, O. L. Fassig, N. M. 
Fenneman, H. E. Gregory, E. M. Jlarper, A. J". Henry, E. 0. Hovey, Ellsworth Huntington, 
W. L. G. Joerg, C. F. Marbut, E. B. Marshall, F. E. Matthes, H. F. Eeid, Ellen C. Semple, 
J. Eussell Smith, T. W. Vaughan, O. D. von Engeln, E. DeC. Ward, Bailey Willis. The 
meeting closed with the reading and adoption by unanimous vote of a resolution of 
thanks for the hospitality extended to the Association by Johns Hopkins University. 



